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The nature and the members of the associa- 
tion had been no secret from the beginning. 
An address, explaining the objects in view and 
the terms of subscription, had been widely cir- 
culated, and a printed list of the members, 
with the amount of their subscriptions, was 
also in circulation. The design of the origi- 
nal members being to endow a Friends’ school, 
for the children of Friends exclusively, they 
were naturally and properly anxious that the 
moneys which they had subscribed should not 
be diverted to other objects. Those articles 
of the constitution, therefore, which relate to 
this point, were declared to be fundamental 
and unalterable. And when the association 
applied for a charter, in the winter of 1830, 
these provisions were incorporated into the 
bill which was drafted, in order that they 
might, as far as possible, be placed beyond the 
reach of change. No serious opposition to 
the bill having been anticipated, no great ef- 
forts were then made to secure its passage; 
and the misstatements of some members of 
the legislature were sufficient, in the absence 
of any efforts on its behalf, to negative the bill 
in the lower house after it had passed the senate. 
As the association was very far from wishing 
to provoke any controversy on the floor of the 
legislature, respecting Friends and the Hicks- 
ites, and as its sole object was to obtain the 
legal facilities and protection of an act of in- 
corporation, it was concluded to incorporate 
in the by-laws all those provisions respecting 
the character of the association, which it was 
publicly known were the terms of our com- 
pact, and to apply for an act simply for corpo- 
rate powers for a school., Against this act a 
most unjustifiable and violent opposition was 
made by the Hicksites. A member of the as- 
sociation; who was on friendly terms with 
several of their Jeaders, informed them, of his 
own motion, that he understood they meant 
to oppose the passage of the bill, and asked 
what were their objections. He was told that 
the principal objection was to the title 
“ Friends;” and when he replied that that was 
to be stricken out of the bill, and again en- 
quired if they still meant to oppose it, he was 
informed that they would consult together and 
inform him. At his next interview he was 
told that the bill would meet with a strong 
opposition at Harrisburg, and that they 
were determined that no set of the ortho- 
dox party should obtain a charter for any sec- 
tarian purpose. There is little doubt that 
they believed, as they spoke, that their in- 
fluence in the legislature would enable them 
to defeat any application we should make. 
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For ‘‘ The Friend.”” 
THE HAVERFORD SCHOOL BILL. 


The following history of this bill will, it is 
thought, be interesting to the readers of ** The 
Friend,” and worth recording, as giving an 
instance of the spirit which actuates many o 
the Hicksites. 

The school association, as is well khown, 
was originally formed under the name of 
‘« Friends’ Central School Association,’’ a title 
which was chosen as expressive of the design 
of establishing a school in which members of 
all the yearly meetings of Friends on this conti- 
nent might be interested. The name was an 
awkward one, and liable to the objection that it. 
implied, in the opinion of many, an assumption 
of being authorised by the Society in its official 
capacity. As soon as a site was selected in the 
township of Haverford, (which was not till the 
autumn of 1831,) it was suggested that the 
name should be changed to Friends’ Haver- 
ford School; and the objection to the epithet 
*¢ Friends” still remaining, it was, after the me- 
morial was laid before the legislature, and pre- 
viously to its being acted on, agreed to alter the 
name as it now stands. This would have been 
done with or without any opposition from the 
Hicksites. The objection originated among 
ourselves, and the opinion was general with the 
resident members of the association, that, as 
the change was desired by many Friends, it 
should be made. 


The reasons which induced the association 
to apply to the legislature for a charter were 
two: in the first place, that it might enjoy the 
legal facilities and protection conferred by an 
act of incorporation; and in the second place, 
because it was understood that additional sub- 
scriptions, to a considerable amount, were de- 
pendent upon obtaining this protection. 

The association did not apply to the supreme 
court for a charter, as it can only grant 
charters to literary and charitable institu- 
tions, the income of which does not ex- 
ceed five hundred pounds—and as the pro- 
vision of our constitution, which contemplates 
a division of the profits, rendered it doubt- 


ful whether it came within the sphere of the 


to circulate memorials in opposition to the bill, 
court. 


























Accordingly, strenuous exertions were made 


petitions against it were handed round at the 


close of the Hicksite meetings in the country, 
and one of their number imformed a respecta- 
ble Friend in Delaware county, that they were 
to be sent up from every Hicksite monthly 
meeting within their yearly meeting. As a 
specimen of the truth and decency of these 
memorials, we insert one which was signed by 
twenty-one persons, at the head of whom 
stands the name of Jesse Kersey ! / 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The memorial and remonstrance of the undersigned 
members of the religious Society of Friends residing in 
the county of Chester, respectfully showeth : 

That we are informed of an application which has 
been made to your honourable body, for an act of in- 
corporation, to certain persons in said act named, who 
profess to be members of our religious Society, and 
whose request we understand is made under the title 
of Friends’ Haverford School Association. As this is 
a proceeding altogether at variance with the example 
and practice of Friends, and as there is no step which 
could be taken by the professors under our name, which 
we so entirely disapprove of, as that of employing cor- 
porate powers in aid of any religious concern whatever, 
we wish it may be fully understood by our legislature, 
that we are too well aware of the melancholy conse- 
quences of a connection of church and state, to be will- 
ing for such an act to pass and become a law of Penn- 
sylvania. On this occasion, we are impelled by duty 
to state, that we esteem the freedom of our government 
from all acts, tending to entangle it on the side of re- 
ligion, as one of the blessings of kind Providence to the 
inhabitants of the state ; we therefore hope, that no mo- 
tive, however plausible, may ever be found sufficiently 
powerful to prevail with you to grant corporate powers 
for those purposes. In addition to the foregoing ob- 
jections to granting the request for corporate powers, 
we would inform you that the persons who made this 
request, and who have assumed the name of “ Friends,” 
belong to a party that divided off from the great body 
of the Society of Friends in the year 1827. From that 
period they have been distinguished by the name of 
the “ orthodox party,” and although they are much in 
the minority, they not only assume the name of Friends, 
but they have from the time of the division claimed all 
the property held by the Society. We have cause to 
believe that they have made this application to our 
legislature, with views that are directed to the final 
possession of every interest held by the Society. After 
laying before you the above remarks, although we 
might state many other objections to their application 
being granted, we hope that we have fully satisfied you, 
that our solicitude to prevent them from obtaining the 
act of incorporation is perfectly reasonable, and that 
you will grant our prayer, that the law may not be 
passed, especially during the present divided condition 
of the Society. 


The following memorial was printed, and 
appears to have been the one circulated through 
their monthly meetings, as fifteen copies, signed 
by more than two hundred names, were pre- 
sented. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The remonstrance of tae subscribers, residents of the 
county of Philadelphia, respectfully showeth: 

That your memorialists bemg members of the re- 
ligious iety of Friends, have received information 
that a bill has been reported in the House of Represen- 
tatives, entitled, “ An act to establish a seminary by the 











name of Friends’ Haverford School Association,” set-| was in the senate, (Wm. Jackson 


Iso ob-}in t and j j 
ting forth that “@ numnbét of the Members of the reli Dhted ust ad ») also o re them, wére hot now to insert it 





: ; ; e following amendment }with 4 beating in their own favour. 
BoE et viet esainy fn ottensive corporces| prepared by him, which omitted that part) Two of the mithegers therefore proceeded 
powers. of the other that mentioned the Society of|to Harrisburg, and it was agreed between 





Your memorialists respectfully remonstrate against,| Friends, was agreed to by the managers who 


and object to such an act of incorporation being granted) was at Harrisburg, on the condition that all 
to the applicants, for the following reasons :— 


Because a division has ynhappily taken place and| further opposition to the bill should cease. 
exists in the Society of Friends, and the applicants for| Anthony ‘Taylor and Jonathan Thomas of 
the charter are of the minority of the Society: which} Bucks County, who had gone to Harrisburg to 


minority not only assume to be exclusively the Society, oppose the application, professed to be satis- 
but also claim the whole of the property belonging . iced 
thereto. Your memorialists therefore apprehend their fied with the act as it now stood, and left the 


interests may be essentially infringed by the proposed| Seat of government almost as soon as the 
bill becoming a law. . ; [ arrangement was made. ‘ Provided, that no- 
Because it has not been the practice of the Society of| thing in this act contained shall be construed 


Friends to apply to the legislatures of their country for ‘ : “4 : 
upectal lave for tek enitiiete tian and| *° authorise the said body politic to receive 


your memorialists respectfully request, that no legisla-| @9Y Conveyance or transfer of any property 
tive acts shall be passed having relation to the Society,| whatsoever, whether real or personal, that may 
unless the application therefor convey the united voice; now be held in trust for the use or benefit of 


of the whole body. ion iety: k h 
iain int spaonecielibanuntetre Cah the “aubitel "7 religious society; or to take or hold any 


: ; : description of property for any purpose than 
good,”*referred to in the b be as effectuall ption of property tor any purp 
soamnated without the aid of act of snoeepeiting, 7 that which is set forth in this act.” 

Asother wisnétad tates hel The Hicksites also objected to the amount 


oi : of income allowed in the bill as originally re- 
Sonicly of Friends bee f 7a deat o ported, which was twenty thousand dollars. It 
porate powers for any purposes connected therewith} W@8, therefore, in order to leave them no ground 
al ner unnecessary. That in their increase pro-| for opposition, altered, in the committee of the 
perties to large amounts have been acquired, and that)/senate, to ten thousand dollars—and thus 


in the state of Pennsylvania no corporate powers have : : s 
setll ‘very setently bean shed or thanght ‘necessary. amended, the bill passed that body without op 


West town school, located in this county, was for many |POSition. : 
years conducted under the einen of Friends, The business was then left with the under- 
and many hundreds of children educated thereat with- standing that it was not to be opposed, to 


om any oe nearer aan = sepene take its turn in the lower house, which ne- 
wers. a yearly meeting he in rh eiphia in . : 

the 4th month 1827 it was found impossible for the|C@SSarily occasioned a delay of several weeks. 

Society to transact its business in that state of harmony No doubt was entertained by the manager who 

and good feeling which had always characterised its} had been at Harrisburg of its being passed as 


proceedings, in consequence whereof a separation for|soon as it could be reached, for all parties 
the transaction of the affairs of the Society took place.| had agreed to it. The first circumstance that 


i i li c ay 
ee Ghul 2 ences occasioned any suspicion of the want of good 


tion, although they are much in the minority, to hold| faith in the Hicksites on this point was the 


exclusively all the property of the Society of Friends.| presentation by a member, of four additional |the Hicksites, was as readily accepted by our 
Having incontestible proof of this fact, we are con-|remonstrances, which had been in his pos-| friends, and so amended the section passed. 
vinced that we owe it to ourselves, and to the cause of 


; bape fi _| session some weeks, and the presentation of|T'o show their morbid jealousy still more, the 
eaten ores : meta, which at this time could only tend to mis-}last proviso of the bill was suggested by the 
pecuniary advantages over the great body of Friends. | lead the house, as the bill on the senate file|Hicksites, which, as it did not affect our 

We have obtained copies of the signatures|4id not contain a single point objected to in| powers as a schol corporation, was not ob- 
to all these memorials, and it is not the least|the memorial! These suspicions were con-|jected to, and thus the bill passed. The late 
curious circumstance in this singular interfer-| Vetted into certainty by a letter from a mem-|hour of the session at which it came up, made 
ence with our affairs, that not a single indivi-| ber of the legislature in these words : the committee doubt the propriety of pro- 
dual of those who met to decide whether we| Mr. Ashbridge informs me that he and his friends | tracting the discussion ; as private bills could 
should be suffered to obtain an act of incorpo- | Will strongly oppose the Haverford school bill unless|not be thought of sufficient importance to 
ration, appears to have signed the memorials ! = following amendment be inserted. I requested|take up much of the time of the house, which 


im to give it to me in writing, and send you a copy, : : 
They left that for others to do. viz. “ ‘And provided further, that if the aforesaid cor- would probably have postponed the considera 
tion, if it had been likely to occasion a long 


Reserving for another place our remarks} poration shall take, receive, or apply to the erection or t 
upon the contents of these papers, we will| support, either directly or indirectly, of their said argument. Had it not been for this, none of 
proceed with the legislative history of the bill. | School or cae of the braperty, ma ‘-- these alterations would have been agreed to. 
One of the managers of the school attended sonal or mixt, which was or were held in trust for the |The influence of the Hicksites in the house 
was much weaker than we had anticipated, 


, ; : , use of the religious Society of Friends prior to the 
for some time at Harrisburg, while the bill was year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, cip 
and could not have dragged the majority of 
the members to countenance the violence 


before the senate, to explain the views of the then and in that case, all and singular, their corporate 

association, and to correct any misrepresenta-| privileges shall cease, determine, become null and void, memb 

tions which should be made. He found that|*"4 revert to this commonwealth. and injustice on which they were bent. 

the Hicksites had not been idle, and thata} As the objection which the Hicksites had} We have said the opposition to the bill was 
draft of an amendment to the bill had been|made to the bill originally reported, was, that|most unjustifiable. We repeat the assertion, 
prepared and sent up by them, which prohi-|legislative action on any subject connected |and add that a more impertinent intermeddling 
bited the school from using any of the property | with the Society of Friends should be avoided; with the private affairs of others has seldom 
held by the Society of Friends. As this was|to which we readily agreed, the title being of occurred. The school association was a pri- 
a gross imputation, not only upon the charae-| no sort of consequence to us, and as this was|vate one, the money was our own, and we 
ter of the school association, but also upon the|in substance the amendment which they had had an undoubted right to appropriate it as 
Society of Friends, which had no connection| before agreed toabandon, we again determined |we pleased. But, say the Hicksites, all this 
whatever with the proposed bill, and as it|to prevent, if possible, all mention of the So-|was a mere cover for the settled purpose of 
recognised the Hicksites as members of the|ciety of Friends in the bill. They had pre-jcreating a corporation to hold the trust estate 
Society of Friends, the amendment was|pated a violent opposition when they had|of the Society in this Yearly Meeting. No- 
firmly resisted. One of their members who! supposed the introduction of the name would thing but the blindness and madness of party 


them and the Hicksites there, to have the 
amendment of the senate altered thus : 
Provided always, that if the aforesaid association 
shall take or apply to the erection or support of their 
said school or association, or for any other purpose, 
any of the property, real or personal, which now is or 
heretofore has been held in trust for any religious so- 
ciety, then, in that case, their chartered privileges shall 
cease, determine, and revert to this commonwealth. 
This alteration was penned by a member 
of the house in their own interest, and the 
Hicksites frofessed to be entirely satisfied with 
it; but, nevertheless, when the bill came up, 
several attempts were made to defeat it, in all 
of which some one or another of them joined. 
An effort was made by them to prevent the 
transfer of the stock according to the by-laws 
of the association, and to drag the Hicksite 
question into the discussion. The scheme 
failed entirely. It was answered that the 
provision was the usual one in charters, that 
the original subscribers had a perfect right to 
attach what conditions they pleased to their 
subscriptions, and that no rights of any sort 
could be invaded by the restrictions which it 
was well understood were to be placed upon 
the transfer of stock, because no rights under 
the terms of association, could ever arise ex- 
cept those which the original subscribers had 
the power of modifying as they pleased. It 
so happened that the supernumerary word 
only was in the section—* the stock shall be 
transferable only in conformity with the rules 
and by-laws, &c.””» A member settled the 
question by proposing to omit this word, and 
the proposal which was eagerly caught at by 
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spirit could have invented this accusation.| body of the Society of Friends in the year|the memorials, which bear upon their face 
There is not the slightest colour for any such| 1827, are plain untruths, because they have| the characters of passion and party hatred, we 
suspicion, and we challenge the Hicksites to} always been members of that Society, which|come to an assertion contained in one of 
produce any proof whatever of the charge.|is constituted of eight yearly meetings in this| their publications, that we approached the 
A mere inspection of the list of stockholders,|country and two in Europe, and have neither} legislature covertly. Jt is not true. There 
members of five yearly meetings, comprising | divided off, retreated, nor withdrawn from it,| never was for a moment, either in the house 
men whose characters are a guarantee for the |nor have they been disowned by it—all which| or out of the house, any concealment by us 
fairness of whatever they may undertake, will|are the facts with the party to which the me-|or our friends of our whole purpose. It was 
show the absurdity of such an idea. The|morialists adhere. well understood what the character of the 
Hicksites will, we know, harp upon general| That the application was made with views|school was to be, and who were to be the 
and vague assertions respecting certain lead-| directed to the final possession of every inte-} members of the corporation. A printed pa- 
ing Friends, whose unflinching firmness foiled|rest of the Society of Friends, is a mere|per containing the views of the managers was 
all their deep laid schemes, and has therefore|creature of their excited imagination—the | circulated among the members of the assembly. 
rendered them the object of the bitterest|Society having no official connection with} The provision about the transfer of the 
hatred. But the fact is, that respectable in- the association, nor this body any control over|stock was discussed in the house, and our 
dividuals in the fair and legitimate pursuit of|it. Had any such purpose been entertained | plans fully and freely stated. There was no- 
a lawful and laudable end, in the quiet ap-|by any one, the school corporation in Phila-|thing covert in any part of our proceedings. 
propriation of their own money for the bene-|delphia would have been adequate without| Another statement has been made in many 
fit of their families and friends—seeking no-|any other. : lof the remonstrances, viz. that Friends have 
thing of the legislature but the protection of} The insinuation that Westtown school is|never applied for acts of incorporation; an 
law—interfering with none—accusing none—|not now conducted by Friends, betrays their| assertion which betrays a strange ignorance 
asking pecuniary aid of none, have been| unwillingness to give them their proper title,|of our history, and which, if it be meant to 
rudely assailed by a faction, and the attempt) but the fact is, very few Hicksites ever had| imply that there is any thing in the principles 
has been made to place them without the|any control in the institution; the trustees|of Friends which is opposed to obtaining acts 
pale of the protection of the commonwealth,|and principal active members of the com-|of incorporation, betrays an equally strange 
and to stigmatise them in the face of the|mittee not being among the seceders. The} ignorance of our doctrines. The yearly meet- 
community, as dishonest and corrupt men !|only statement which bears the resemblance| ings of New England and North Carolina, are 
We feel at a loss to express our opinion of| of candour, is that in relation to the impossi-|each incorporated. One of the first acts of 
the injustice and impertinence of this attack,| bility of transacting business with Friends in|the monthly meeting of Philadelphia was to 
in terms fit for the columns of ** The Friend.” |that harmony which had characterised the|apply to William Penn for chartered privi- 
When we examine the alleged grievances| proceedings till the principles of Elias Hicks|leges for a school, which he granted. The 
in the bill reported to the senate, as they are|were adopted by the separatists. In this|corporation exists in full vigour to the pre- 
set forth in the memorials, we find them all|there is nothing strange; and from accounts|sent day, and has at all times ranked among 
imaginary. There is not the shadow of a|since the separation, the difficulty still exists|its members, the very strictest of our profes- 
substance in them all, for they exist no where | amongst the Hicksites, and will be likely to|sion. Neither can there be any objection to 
but in the heated minds of the Hicksites.|cleave to them. obtaining for a number of individuals asso- 
The great offence lies in the title “ Friends’} The insinuation of a design to connect|ciating for definite purposes, the protection 
Haverford School,” and in the recital “ T. P.|church and state, is absurd—not even be-| of that law, beneath the shadow of which we 
Cope, dc. members of the religious Society |lieved by the Hicksites themselves, and can/jall and each repose. 
of Friends.” They fancied, it seems, that|have no other object but to raise a prejudice} The strangest outcry of all is, perhaps, that 
there was something exclusive in this phrase-|against the school, in those who might be| which has been raised against the terms of 
ology that might prejudice their rights in| strangers to the association; for no applica-| transferring the stock. It has been said with 
courts of law. But not to insist upon the) tions to the legislature by members of various| singular indecency and indecorum, that cer- 
fact that a misnomer (if this were one) in an| religious professions are more common, than| tain shares were in expectancy, and that the 
act of assembly can never interfere with judi-|for acts to incorporate schools. expectants would by this by-law be deprived 
cial decisions, it is enough to say that the} The pretension to a high sense of the} of their legal right of voting and assisting in 
words used, no more imply an exclusion of|blessings of Providence in the freedom of|the management, Indeed! and what right 
the Hickites from any rights which they may|the government from all acts tending to| will any persons hereafter have to the stock 
allege themselves to possess as Friends, than entangle it on the side of religion, is mere|of the Haverford School, but such as the 
they do an exclusion of the acknowledged |hypocritical cant, wholly irrelevant to the| original owners may choose to give? And 
members of our Society who do not belong| present case, and unsound in principle, be-| suppose their regard to the institution should 
to the association. The word members is|cause every government ought to be on the| induce them to leave their shares to those 
used precisely as the word citizens is used in| side of religion ; and it must be designed for| who will give it no trouble; will this like- 
ordinary acts of incorporation, merely to state|the purpose of stigmatising the school asso-| wise be an infringement of the legal rights 
the fact, being members, or some of the mem-|ciation as inimical to the freedom and inte-|of other expectants? How strange would it 
bers, and has nothing exclusive in its import.} rests of the citizens. have been, if men, aware of the manner in 
It stated a fact which has never in all the ex-/} These memorials were wholly gratuitous,| Which the estates of Friends may pass into 
citement of party been questioned. The dif-| yncalled for by any effect which a charter| the hands of persons entirely opposed to us 
ficulty with the Hicksites has been to prove) could possibly have on the complainants. It in principle, had left this most important 
that they are members of the Society of] js difficult to find any cause for their inter-| point of their institution unguarded ; if they 
Friends. No man in his senses can seriously! ference other than the enmity which they | bad left an open gate through which men of 
maintain that we are not, as few in the cool|have nurtured in their own breasts towards| ll persuasions of religion might come up to 
possession of their reason can persuade them-| Friends, and the jealousy with which they| the debate and the decision upon the proper 
selves that the Hicksites are. regard their proceedings. Accustomed to| mode of educating the youth of the Society 
Many of the assertions contained in these|speak of them as ‘a small minority, a frac-|f Friends! 
memorials are palpable misrepresentations. tional part of the Society, that will dwindle} But it seems now that the bill has passed, 
In the first place the applicants do not pro-)into insignificance, and eventually become|that the Hicksités were mot opposed to it; 
fess to be members of the society of Hicksites| extinct, it naturally connects in their minds| they merely wished to guard themselves from 
to which the memorialists belong. with feelings of contempt, and leads them| injury, and are wel! satisfied with the act and 
That the applicants for the charter have|to embrace every opportunity to prejudice| its present restrictions. Such at Jeast is the 
assumed the name of Friends, and belong to| Friends in the public estimation. tenor of a long article in a late Hicksite pa- 
a small party who divided off from the great| Passing over these miserable invectives of| per on the subject of the school. Their lan- 
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guage in their.memorials, and in their private 
letters to members before the bill passed, was 
very different. We have seen along and la- 
boured letter, many parts of which are nearly 
verbatim the same as the article to which we 
have alluded, and which is undoubtedly from 
the same pen, in which the writer urges the 
total rejection of the bill. 

The Hicksites have succeeded in fixing inde- 
libly upon the annals of the Haverford School 
the imprint of their angry passions, and much 
as we feel the indignity offered to honourable 
and high minded men by this imputation upon 
their motives, we say, let it remain. It will 
serve the purpose of recording their violence 


and their impotence. We have seen the front of 


one of the old churches at Boston defaced by a 
clumsy patch of brick work, which seemed 
purposely to have been made conspicuous. 
It is pointed out to all strangers as the mark 
of an enemy’s cannon ball, which defaced 
but did not weaken the building, and tells 
only of a resisted and baffled attack. tft 


For ‘‘ The Friend."’ 


The following sublime sketch is from the! 
pen of John Foster, the author of Essays on| 
It is marked| 


Decision of Character, &c. 
in a degree by the peculiarities of his other 
writings, which were happily characterised 
by another distinguished member of the bap- 
tist communion—Robert Hall—as being like 
a great lumbering wagon Joaded with gold. 
GOD INVISIBLE. 

Much is seeing, feeling man actuated by 
the objects around him. All his powers are 
roused, impelled, directed, by impressions 


made on his sensitive organs ; yet objects of 


sense have only a definite foree upon him. A 


road side; his own foot could have stopped 
the trickling current. 

This effeet of indistinctness rousing the 
imagination is finely depicted in Job 4: 14. 
Eliphaz describes it thus:—“* Fear came 
upon me and trembling, which made all my 
bones to shake. Then a spirit passed before 
my face; the hair of my flesh stood up: it 
stood still, but I could not discern the form 
thereof.” The senses in this description are 
but slightly affected: the eye could not dis- 
cern any specific form, the touch could not 
examine the precise nature of the object; the 
imagination therefore had full scope, the mind 
was roused beyond the power of sensible ob- 
jects to stimulate it, and the body felt an agi- 
tation greater than if its senses had been more 
fully acted upon. “He trembled, the hairs 
of his flesh stood up.—He could not discern 
the form,” it might therefore be terrific in its 
shape or tremendous in its size. “It stood 
still,” as if to do something to him ; to speak ; 
perhaps to smite or to destroy! And how 
could he guard against that which he could 
not see, could not tell whence or what it 
was; that which, from what he conld dis- 
cover, and still more from what he could not 
discover, seemed to be no mortal substance to 
which he was accustomed, and with which, 
with care and courage, he might deal safely ; 
but a spirit utterly beyond his impression, hav- 
ing unknown power to impress even him, who 
can tell in what degree? The certainty of an 
object so near him, joined to the uncertainty 
of what might be his powers, intentions, and 
natural operations, impressed him deeply with 
awe, expectation, and anxiety. How absurd 
then, how contrary to all their feelings in other 


‘cases, is the conduct of infidels who affect to 


despise God,—to deny his existence because 


hundred weight crushes a man’s strength to a| they cannot see him,—or, without affecting 


certain degrec, and no more: he sustains and 
bears it away. On the edge of the ocean he 
may tremble at the vast expanse, but he tries 


the depth near the shore, and finds it but a’ 


few feet. and no longer fears to enter it. The 


this, do actually forget and do him despite, by 
occasion of this circumstance ! Men who can 
be appalled at some distant danger, and grow 
courageous at what is near at hand—who 
tremble at a fellow man, or crawling reptile, 


waves cannot overtop his head ; or, is it deep?|and only show hardihood when their foe is 


he can swim, and no longer regards it with 
fear. Nay, he builds a ship, and makes this 
tremendous ocean his servant, wields its vast- 
ness for his own use, dives to its deep bottom 
to rob it of its treasures, or makes its surface 
convey him to distant shores. A much smaller 
object shall affect him more, when his senses 
are less distinctly acted upon, but his imagina- 
tion is somewhat aroused. When he travels 
in the dark, he starts at a slight but indistinct 
noise ; he knows not but it may be a wild 
beast lurking, or a robber ready to seize on 
him. Could he have distinctly seen what 


Almighty. 

Without enquiring what Eliphaz saw, let us 
apply these ideas to the Supreme Being; let 
us meditate on an object of infinitely greater, 
nearer importance,—* the invisible God,”’ the 
most impressively important because invisible. 
Let us, for a moment, suppose the contrary to 
be the case—suppose the Deity to be the 


vide him a temple made with hands for his 
accommodation. _ 

If indeed there were any doubt of his exist- 
ence (but that man is incapable of reasoning 
who reasons thus,) there are proofs enough 
that he is at our right hand, though we do not 
see him; that he works at our left hand, 
though we cannot behold him. Instead of 
asking, with a sneer of doubt, where is he? 
or carelessly thinking thus :—shall God see? 
a much more rational method is with awe and 
reverence to say—‘* Whither shall I flee from 
thy presence ? thou hast beset me behind and 
before, and laid thine hand upon me.” Could 
any supposition take place even of his momen- 
tary absence—that he was far off, or on a 


journey, or asleep, and must needs be awaked 


—it might be alleged to sanction the careless, 
provided they were aware of his absence, or 
knew the time of his drowsiness or distance ; 
but an omnipresent Almighty ought to fill us 
with seriousness, and the uncertainty of his 
operations, when, how, and where he will 
work, should fill us with deep, lasting, and 
constant awe. 

He exists,—the thought makes a temple 
in every place I may be in; to realise it, is to 
begin actual worship; whatever I may be 
about, to indulge it is to make all other exist- 
ence fale away. Amid the roar of mirth [ 
hear only his voice ; in the glitter of dissipa- 
tion I see only his brightness ; in the midst of 
business | can do nothing but pray. He is 
present! what may he not see? The actions 
of my hands he beholds! the voice of my 
words he hears! the thoughts of my heart he 
discerns! Could I see him, I might on this 
side guard against his penetrating eye, or on 
the other side act something in secret, safe 
from his inspection ; but present, without my 
being able to discern him, I ought to be watch- 
ful every way ; the slightest error may fill us 
with awful apprehensions. Even now, says 
conscience, he may be preparing his venge- 
ance, whetting his glittering sword, or drawing 
to a head the arrows of destruction. Could 
my eye see his movements, I might be upon 
my guard; might flee to some shelter, or 
shrink away from the blow ; but, a foe so near, 
and yet so indiscernible, may well alarm me, 
lest the act of iniquity meet with an immediate 
reward ; the blasphemous prayer for damna- 
tion receive too ready an answer from his hot 
thunderbolt ! 

He is a spirit! what can he not do? Vast 


object of our senses. He then loses much of} are his powers, quick his discernments, invisi- 


his majesty—he becomes fixed to one spot, 
that in which we can see him. He must be 
distant from many other places, and, when re- 
vealing himself in other places, must be far 


alarmed him, he had undauntedly passed on ;} distant from us, even at a time when we must 


it was only the moving of the leaves waved! need his presence. 


Nay, we should begin to 


gently by the wind. He stops, he considers) compute him; to philosophise upon and at- 


well, for he hears the sound of water falling ;| tempt experiments with him. 


Were he vast 


ble his operations! No sword can reach him, 
no shield of brass can protect against him, no 
placid countenance deceive him, no hypocriti- 
cal supplications impose upon him. He is in 
my inmost thoughts,—in every volition ; he 
supports the negotiating principle while it de- 
termines on its rebellions, or plans some mode 
by which to elude his all-penetrating percep- 


a gleam from its foaming surface sparkles in|as the starry heavens, we could measure him;jtion. Vain is every attempt at evasion or 
his eye, but he cannot tell how near to it, or| bright as yonder sun, we could contrive to|resistance. ‘God is a spirit;” is present 
how distant ; how exactly it might be in his| gaze at him ; energetic as the vivid lightning, | every moment, surrounds every object, watches 
path ; how tremendously deep the abyss into| we could bring him down to play around us.'my steps and waits upon me, though I cannot 


which he may fall at the next step. Had it 
been daylight, could he have examined it 
thoroughly, he had then passed it without no-! ; 
tice ; it is only the rill of a small ditch in the|a man or mere idol, and we have need to pto-/ discern his form. The rich landscape shows 





In no form can we conceive of his being an 


object of sense, but we sink him toa creature ; 


discern his form, his measure, his power, or 
‘direct his movements. I see him before my 


give him some definable shape, reduce him to face in the bright walks of nature, but I cannot 
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him good, wise, and bounteous; but how) Sixteenth Annual Report of the Tract Asso- 
bounteous, good, or wise, who, from the rich- | ciation of Friends in New York. 


est landscape, can be able to guess? The) ‘Ti committee of management appointed 
brilliant sun gives a glimpse of his brightness;/1, the Tract Association of Friends in New 
the vast starry concave shows his immensity ; York, for the year ending in Fifth month, 1833, 


but how bright, how immense, it were impos- : : : 
sible to say. Hark! he speaks in that burst- ad er ae aera 


ing thunder, or he moves in that crushing y : : 
earthquake, he shines in that blazing comet. In the brief review and statement which 
So much I can easily discern, but God is still they have now to present, of their proceedings 
far beyond my comprehension. | see nothing during the past twelve months, the committee 
but the hidings of his power ; himself is still | would, in the first place, reverently and thank- 
unknown. : 

He guides the affairs of providence. TI see 
him before my face, but I cannot behold his 
form. Who but he could have raised Pha- 
raoh;—the Nebuchadnezzar of ancient or 
modern times? Who but he could have rooted 
up a firmly-fixed throne, and poised a mighty 
nation upon the slender point of a stripling’s 
energies? I have seen him pass before me in 
my own concerns, leading me in a path I 
did not know, stopping me when on the 
verge of some destruction, filling my ex- 
hausted stores, and soothing my wearied mind 
to sweet serenity. I could not but say, “ This 
is the Lord’s doing, it is marvellous in my 
eyes: but [ cannot discern the form; I 
know not what he will next do, nor dare I 
walk with presumptuous steps, or repése with 
self-complacent gratulation, and say, “ My 










































Him in whose hand are the destinies of all men, 
in that, during a season of uncommon mortal- 
ity in this city, not only the whole of their 
number, but, so far as they know, all the resi- 
dent members of the association, have been 
preserved in nearly usual health. 

It has heretofore been customary for the 
committee to suspend their meetings during 
the summer season, and in 1832 the suspen- 
sion was for four months. Since tenth month 
last, the business of the association has received 
the usual degree of attention; and tracts to the 
amount of 162,000 duodecimo pages have been 
printed. They consist of the following num- 
bers, together with 500 copies of the fifteenth 
annual report of the committee, namely: 


COPIES 


mountain stands strong, I shall never be|N® 1, On the oan of Religion pions 
moved.” He hides his face for a moment, |No- 8, On ome Spirits om 
and I am troubled ; he withdraws his hand, | N° 9, On Self-Examination i 
ena I die. No. 14, On the Peace of God 1000 
I see a spirit passing before me, I hear his | No- 15, On Christianity 1000 


No. 16, On the Employment of Time 
No. 17, On Education (24 pages) 
No. 20, On Troubles and Discontent 
No. 24, On Self-Knowledge 1000 
No. 25, On Resignation 1000 
No. 28, On Duties of Civil Life (24 p.) 1000 


1000 
1000 
1000 


voice in the secret recesses ; I find that there 
is a God, that he is near, that he stands full 
in view, with appalling indistinctness, so that 
I tremble, and the hairs of my flesh stand 
up; yet I cannot discern the form. I know 
not what affrights, stops, impresses, crushes 








me. Company I hate, for it neither dispels ‘ ; 

my sensations, nor harmonises with them. oe ee ae cndone 
Solitude I dread ; for the invisible presence SS ’ 

is there seen, and the unknown God is there ; ie 

felt in all his terrifying influence. To deny Total number published 213,000 


that some one is acting upon me, must be to 
deny that [ see, feel, am anxious. Could I 
tell what, or who, I might cal! the wisdom of 
man to my assistance ; but it is the unknow- 
able, yet well known; the indiscernible, yet 
surely seen; the incomprehensible, intangi- 
ble, yet fully understood and ever present 
God, that supports my trembling frame, and 
meets the warmest wishes of my too daring 
mind ; the resolute determinations, ineffica- 
cious exertions, and the stubborn submission 
of an unwilling soul. , 


Ah! let this present Invisible encircle me 
with his merey, defend me with his power, fill 
me with his fear, and save me by his almighty. 
grace. Then, though I discern not his form, 
I shall be conscious of his presence, and the 
delightful consciousness shall fill me with re- 
verence indeed, but not make my flesh to 
tremble. He shall soothe my sorrows, inspire 
my hopes,.give me confidence in danger, and 
supplies in every necessity. The conscious- 
ness of his nearness, approbation, and mercy, 
shall enable me to endure like Moses, as see- 
ing Him who is INVISIBLE. 


The treasurer’s accounts have been exa- 
mined, and are found correct. The receipts 
for the pest year have been 88 dollars, 75 cents; 
and there have been drawn from the treasury, 
by order of the committee, 78 dollars, 51 cents. 
The balance remaining in the treasurer’s 
hands is 27 dollars, 95 cents. 

The whéle amount of funds received by the 
committee since the commencement of the as- 


tracts and the payment of some small inciden- 
tal expenses, is 2148 dollars and 59 cents. 
With these limited means, our little association 
has been able, by careful economy, to print on 
good paper and type, for gratuitous distribu- 
tion, no fewer than three millions and eighty- 
four thousand duodecimo pages of the best 
moral and religious tracts. 

We are aware that these our efforts to do 
good are as nothing in comparison with the 
manifold evils which ignorance, infidelity, and 
practical unrighteousness, have wrought and 
are working in our land; but we are happy to 
observe that some of the great moral abuses, 
against which our small influence has bee 
















sociation, and expended in the publication of 


from the first directed, have more recently 
been powerfully exposed before the view of 
the public; so that the work of reformation, 
especially in regard to intemperance, already 
receives encouragement from its wide success. 

In 1817, the very first year of its existence, 
the association purchased and distributed, at 
an expense threefold greater than would now 
be requisite, part of an edition of a tract enti- 
tled “ A Warning Voice to the Intemperate;” 
and in 1818, our tract No. 8, entitled “An 
Address to the People of the United States on 


fully acknowledge the mercy and goodness of| the subject of Ardent Spirits,” was written and 


prepared for the press by a member of the as- 
sociation—its statistics and chief materials 
having been furnished by another member now 
deceased. Of this tract, 6000 copies were 
printed in first month, 1819; and, being soon 
after stereotyped, it has been ten times repub 
lished since. 

We rejoice that this and several other sub 
jects to which our attention has been directed, 
are now engaging, in a very encouraging de- 
gree, the charitable exertions of the friends o 
man. And let us not be discouraged because 
we ourselves, whether individually or collec- 
tively, have done or can do but little. The 
apostle says of charity, “ it is accepted accord- 
ing to that a man hath, and not according to 
that he hath not.’’ 2 Cor. viii. 12. Those 
who have done most are excluded from boast- 
ing; and the Christian who casts his mite into 
the treasury of his Lord, if indeed no more be 
due from him, may well with humble confi- 
dence leave both the manner and the measure 
of recompense to Him by whom the hairs of 
his head are all numbered. 


Our tracts are deposited, as heretofore, at 
Mahlon Day’s bookstore, No. 376, Pear! street. 
An assortment-of them is also kept at Samuel 
Wood & Sons’ bookstore, No. 261, Pearl 
street, and likewise at the bookstore of Daniel 
Cooledge, No. 322, Pearl street. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the com- 
mittee. 

Gootp Brown, 
Clerk of the Committee. 
New York, 5 mo. 7th, 1833. 


At the annual meeting of the Tract Asso- 
ciation of Friends in New York, held 5 mo. 
21st, 1833, » 


The Committee of Management presented 
the foregoing report, which was read, approv- 
ed, and directed to be recorded. The clerk 
was also requested to furnish a copy of it for 
insertion in “The Friend.” 

Extracted from the minutes. 
Gootp Brown, 
Clerk of the Association. 


The pleasure of subduing an inordinate de- 
sire, of denying an impetuous appetite, is not 
only nobler, but greater by far than any that is 
to be had in the most transporting moments of 
their gratification.—Palmer’s Aphorisms. 


If you would be free from sin, fly tempta- 
tion: he that does not endeavour to avoid the 
one, cannot expect Providence to defend him 
from the other.—Ibid. 
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For “ The Friend.” 
Alexander Jaffray, and the rise of the Society 
of Fri in the North of Scotland. 

A work of great interest, published in 
England duriug the present spring, has lately 
fallen into my hands, entitled a “ Diary of 
Alexander Jaffray,” &c. with “Memoirs of 
the rise, progress, and persecutions of the 

ople called Quakers, in the North of Scot- 
fend,” by John Barclay, a descendant of the 
Barclays of Ury. This book, which is of 
nearly six hundred octavo pages, I have 
thought might furnish a few extracts of suffi- 
cient interest to appear in the columns of 
“The Friend;’ and which may lead some 
readers to seck a more satisfactory acquaint- 
ance with the work itself. The editor and 
author, during a visit made to Ury in 1827, 
and whilst occupied in a search for ancient 
documents relative to the family of the Apolo- 
gist, found, in the corner of Robert Barclay’s 
study, a manuscript volume, to all appearance 
much neglected, which, on a careful and some- 
what laborious examination, proved to be a 
part of the spiritual diary of one of the most 
eminent of our early Scottish Friends, written 
previous to his joining the Society. ‘* De- 
tached fragments of another manuscript were 
discovered, leaf after leaf, in a very tattered 
condition, in a loft of a farm-house not far 
from the old mansion,”’ which contained the 

- remainder, so far as could be found, of the 
same diary. A circuistance of no small in- 
terest with regard to this curious document is 
the fact, thet the writer, during the years in 
which it was chiefly penned, possessed con- 
siderable influence in the nation, and occupied 
successively various stations of great public 
responsibility. Alexander Jaffray was born 
at Aberdeen, in the year 1614,.and was edu- 
cated in the principles of the Scottish Presby- 
terian church. Introduced very early into 
public life, he took a prominent part in the 
management of the affairs of Scotland during 
a time of great civil commotion, and interested 
himself also in the municipal concerns of his 
native city. He was long a bailie, or magi- 
strate, and for several years the provost, or 
mayor of Aberdeen. In 1649 he was ap- 
pointed, by the Scottish parliament, one of 
the commissioners to treat with Charles II. in 
Holland, on which service he went abroad 
twice, spent several months in the negotia- 
tion, and at length accompanied the king to 
Scotland. His associates in this important 
service were men of the first rank and talents 
in the nation ; and he appears to have exerted 
himself with much zeal and sincerity, although 
he subsequently regretted the part he had 
taken in the business. Very shortly after- 
wards, at the battle of Dunbar, he received 
four severe wounds, had his horse shot under 
him, very narrowly escaped with his life, and 
was taken prisoner by Cromwell’s forces ; and 
during his imprisonment, having leisure for 
the calm contemplation of matters of the 
highest private and public interest, his politi- 
cal and religious views became more enlight- 
ened. Eventually detaching himself, under a 
solemn conviction of duty, from the presby- 
terian party, which had for some time had the 
rule in Scotland, he began to look with a fa- 


vourable eye towards the independents, though 
it does not appear that he ever joined their 
community. 

In the year 1652, he was appointed director 
of the chancery of Scotland, and keeper of the 
great seal ; the former office being in some 
respects similar to that of lord chancellor in 
England,—supreme head of the court of chan- 
cery,—but without judicial functions, How 
long he retained these important offices is not 
said. The next year he was appointed, along 
with four others, to represent his native coun- 
try in Cromwell’s parliament ; and in the dis- 
charge of this trust spent seven months in the 
English capital. Cromwell, on the abrupt 
dissolution of this parliament, offered to make 
him one of the judges for Scotland ; which is 
the more remarkable from his having opposed 
that arbitrary measure, along with about thirty 
other members, who refused to leave the house 
of commons until excluded by an armed force. 







































cious hearts from receiving Christ, by making 
them rest on their performances and the act- 
ings of gracious habits that are in them; so, 
many times, when this snare is discovered, he 
has another hard at hand, by which he keeps 
off many such from closing in with Christ, so 
as to give him welcome entertainment ; and 
that is, by making them. go faintingly and 
with much discouragement about the duty of 
receiving him. And in this snare, they are 
the more easily entangled, inasmuch as it 
passeth with them under the name of humility, 
for them to be always in this mourning, or, as 
I may rather call it, murmuring condition.” 
“It is said in Matt. xii. 43,—When the 
unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he seeks 
rest and finds none ; that is to say, he has no 
pleasure so much to be in any place as in 
that heart, out of which he has been once re- 
moved or cast out; and therefore his endeav- 


our is, by all means, to be in there again. 
He declined the offer, from a diffidence of his} And finding the room, since his removal, not 


qualifications for so arduous a duty. washed and thoroughly purged as it should 
Through the whole course of his public|have been, but only emptied, swept, and gar- 
career; as we may gather from the diary, and | nished, as the word there is,—that is to say, 
from the valuable historical and explanatory|all outward scandalous sins are abstained 
notes appended by the editor, Jaffray appears|from, and duties diligently ‘practised; the 
to have been distinguished for his practical | house is emptied of the one, and well swept 
abilities, and eminently for the sincerity and| and garnished with the other, but there is no 
uprightness of his disposition and character.|inward purging and washing out of ‘ vain 
But the diary is chiefly. valuable as affording| thoughts’ and the like;—I say, when the poor 
a beautiful and highly instructive develope-| heart’s case is thus very well in its own esti- 
ment of his spiritual growth, of the gradual| mation ; yet, now is it in no less hazard than 
work of the Divine Teacher on his mind, and} that of being, on Satan’s re-entrance, made 
the enlargement, from time to time, of his| worse than before. O let us then be careful, 
views of religious truth, until very near the| if Satan be not out, to get him out; andif he be 
period when he joined the despised people,| gone, to keep him out. And, if I be not mis- 
in whose trials and persecutions he afterwards| taken greatly in my experience, there will be 
bore so full a share. This feature indeed | much more work for thee to do, to keep him 
forms the chief attraction, though by no means | out, than there was at first to put him. out. 
the only one, of this interesting work. “ It! For sometimes at first, he will remove with 
will be readily perceived,” says his editor, consent, intending to return with advantage ; 
“there prevails throughout the diary, every | then brings he with him seven worse devils 
symptom of a salutary and genuine exercise) than himself.” ; 
of mind, uniformly directed, in the first place, | “ The truth of this, though it hath formerly 
for the well-being of the writer’s own soul, been made out to me in my experience, yet 
next for that of his family, then on account of| never soas at this present time ; Satan having, 
‘the godly,’ but in its full scope reaching to-| now for some years, been without doors with 
wards all of every class. Those great duties|me, as to the practice of any open or scan- 
and attainments so mainly pressed upon us| dalous sin; and finding, upon his return, the 
by our divine Saviour while personally on| house of my heart in some good measure 
earth, and which it was one main end of his| adorned with public, private, and secret duties, 
appearing to enforce, are here every where} O how he is endeavouring now again to en- 
upheld and sought after; such as self-denial,/ter! and woe to me if he do! This day, the 
humility, charity, and watchfulnese,unto pray-| 16th of May, was set apart for the purpose of 
er. We here trace, in the unaffected outline;}sueing help in this case. So strong and 
of Jaffray’s views and feelings, the intimate| mighty an adversary have I to do with, that 
workings and movements of a mind, superior} it is of the Lord’s admirable goodness, | am 
to those temporising compliances with sys-| not utterly run down and undone before him. 
tems and parties, which have ever proved a/I find that Scripture, Ephes. vi. 12, made well 
vast impediment to the pious and the dedi-| out unto me, *‘ We wrestle not against flesh 
cated, in their heavenly race. We see, in his} and blood, but against principalities, against 
narrative, to what conclusions the pure dic-|powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
tates of the Holy Spirit brought him, to what|this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
they tended, and how they operated on an|high places.’ There is, indeed, a mighty 
honest and humbled soul,—even to break|enemy; but we have an almighty Lord against 
down the strongest bias; as it were, to re-| him, who hath already, on our behalf, wholly 
mould the man, reducing all things ‘to the|routed and subdued him; he, having led cap- 
obedience of Christ.’ ”” tivity captive, hath ascended on high, &c.” 
In illustration of these views I proceed to} “ It was this day, the 30th of May, 1657, 
offer some detached extracts from his diary. | my earnest desire to the Lord, for his help to 
* As Satan ofttimes keeps back many gra-| practise what | know. I find from sad expe- 
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rience, that Satan has taken advantage by rea-| depart from iniquity.” Dwell deep in the 
son of my unwatchfulness, and not stirring up| spirit of your minds, watching unto prayer, 
myself to the exercise of faith in, and hope of that ye may be preserved, and may experience 
the Lord’s coming, who would give me a full) the right ability to be given unto you, to con- 
out-get from the power of some corruptions| tend for the faith once delivered to the saints, 
not yet mortified in me. For which cause I and that you may not be moved away from the 
did, this day, more solemnly engage myself to| hope of the gospel, nor turned aside from the 
the Lord than ever before, that in his strength) path of the just; that you may walk worthy 
I would strive more against sin, resisting more} of the vocation wherewith ye are called, con- 
the first motions and risings of it in my heart ;| sistent with our high and holy profession sup- 
and resolved to abridge myself more, even in| porting our ancient doctrines and testimonies ; 
the use of lawful pleasures; lest, if the full) thus acknowledging and owning the Lord 
length of what may be considered lawful be} Jesus, Christ in all your ways. And dear 
reached unto, I may not be able to know) friends, it is with me to admonish you to be 
where thereafter to stop. The Lord help mej diligent in the attendance of meetings, and 
to sobriety and watchfulness; for sad is my} when there to be earnest and fervent in wait- 
case, if I be not now in these more than ever-|ing upon the Lord ; approaching unto him, 
But I trust my Lord is near me, and was this) and asking for the help of his Holy Spirit, 
morning ; for, all I undertake is in his strength confiding in his sacred promises, “ Ask, and 
to be done—without him I can do nothing.” | it shall be given you ; seek and ye shall find, 

“ The 23d of September, I was much con-| knock and it shall be opened unto you; for 
vinced of my heart’s corruption, and Satan’s| every one that asketh receiveth, and he that 
working on it, taking advantage of my weak-| seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it 
ness and unwatchfulness, to stir me up to the/ shall be opened. And where two or three 
sin of passion in speaking too sharply to my) are gathered together in my name, there am 
servants ; and therefore I was desiring, in the| I in the midst of them.” And do not be dis- 
Lord’s strength, to watch and pray more) couraged because your meetings are held in 
against that sin of passion and bitterness.| silence, but be vigilant and firm, always pre- 
Matt. v. 22. and Ephes. vi. 9. Considering ferring silent waiting on the Lord to an un- 
these passages, I find much cause to moderate| sound or lifeless ministry: for it is the dis- 
my way in this; and in order that the tongue | tinguishing excellence of the gospel dispensa- 
may be ruled, which is such an unruly evil,| tion, that we may sit under the teachings of 
the heart must be purged, and the evil dried| Christ, who is the “ Minister of the sanctuary 
up at the root, or all will be in vain. A new)and of the true tabernacle which the Lord 
heart and a new spirit is promised ; for that is| pitched, and not man.” When we are faith- 
the fountain out of which proceedeth all the| ful in this exercise, he will not fail to qualify 
evil we are guilty of. Matt. xv. 19.” W. j|and raise up ministers in his church, for the 

(To be continued.) edification and encouragement of the mem- 
bers thereof, when he sees it to be necessary; 
for he doeth all things well. And dear friends 
I desire to encourage you to exercise a godly 
care over the dear youth: feel after ability to 
collect your families once in the day, for 
reading a portion of the holy scriptures, al- 
lowing a little time for a subsequent pause, 
that the mind may be lifted up to the Lord. 
Encourage them to attend meetings, and to 
wait upon the Lord when there. Use your 
influence in love to keep them in plainness 
in dress and address. Encourage them to 
Dear Frrenps.—My mind has often been|read and become acquainted with the doc- 
turned toward you since I left home, with|trines and history of our Society: and thus 
much tender affection and solicitude for your| honestly endeavouring to bring. them up in 
welfare, growth, and preservation in the truth,| the nurture and admovition of the Lord, you 
and I salute you in the fresh feeling of gospel | will resemble those oi old, who brought little} How did the people receive his testimony? 
love which reacheth over sea and land, fer-|children to Christ ; and for your encourage-| Luke c. iv. v. 28 and 29. 
vently desiring that “ grace.and peace may be|ment, remember that this was pleasing to, How was their wicked design frustrated ? 
multiplied unto you, through the knowledge | him, for he put his hands on them, and blessed | Luke c. iv. v. 30. 
of God and Jesus our Lord.” Accept, there-|them. And now to you, dear youth, I send a| Where did our Lord then go? Mat. c. iv. 
fore, dear friends, this testimonial of my dear}salutation of my dear love. You often claim} v. 13. 
love to you all, and with it the word of ex-|a place in my remembrance, with fervent de-} What prophecy was thus fulfilled? Mat. c 
hortation which lives in my heart toward you.|sires that you may be preserved from the|iv. v. 14, 15 and 16. 

“ Be not carried about with divers, strange| snares of the wicked one, that you may walk} What is meant by the land of Zabulon and 
doctrines, for it is a good thing that the heart|in the fear of the Lord and serve him, and| Nepthalin? Read Jos. ¢. xviii. v. 1 to 10, 
be established with grace, not with meats,|that it may be well with you here and hereaf-| and c. xix. v. 10 and 32. 
which have not profited them that have been|ter for ever. And dear children, be assured} Upon what sea was Capernaum situated ? 
occupied therein.” Remember that, “ other} that as the fear of the Lord is the beginning} Why wasa part of this country called Galilee 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid,| of wisdom, so it is a fountain of life to depart} of the Gentiles? 
which is Jesus Christ ;” that “ the foundation| from the snares of death. Then let me en-| What was a Synagogue? 
of God standeth sure, having this seal, the|treat you to fear the Lord, and walk in the 
Lord knoweth them that are his; and let| truth ; seek the Lord and he will be found of 
every one that nameth the name of Christ,| you; then you may boldly say, “ the Lord is 








































my helper and I will not fear what man can 
do unto me.” “ Children obey your parents 
in the Lord, for this is right. Remember 
them which have the rule over you, who have 
spoken unto you the word of God, whose faith 
follow, considering the end of their conversa- 
tion; Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to- 
day and forever.” And my dear friends, both 
parents and children, in much love I exhort 
you, in the language of the apostle, “ Now I 
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause 
divisions and offences, contrary to the doc- 
trines which ye have learned, and avoid 
them.” When we consider the present state 
of things in the world, and the state of our 
religious society, with relation to our doc- 
trines and testimonies, which have been so 
recently assailed in a very remarkable man- 
ner, can we be otherwise than deeply im- 
pressed with the necessity of attending to the 
plain apostolic injunction. Let us therefore 
be encouraged “ to hold fast the profession of 
our faith without wavering; looking to 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,” 
that in the end we may receive the welcome 
language of “ Come ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.” Finally, dear 
friends, farewell. “ Be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and 
the God of love and peace shall be with you.” 
“ Pray one for another,” and for me. “ May 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you.” With the salutation of endeared love, 
I remain your friend and brother, 
Cuarues Osporn, 
Liverpool, Eng. 11 mo. 13th, 1832. 





































The subjoined address from a valued minis- 
ter of Indiana Yearly Meeting, now ona 
religious visit to Friends in England, &c. 
although more especially adapted to members 
of the meeting to which it is directed, and of 
which the writer is a member, possesses never- 
theless a sufficiently general application for 
more extended use. 


To Friends of Springfield Monthly Meeting, 
Indiana. 


SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS. 
Lesson XVIII. 
What did our Saviour do when he came to 
Nazareth? Luke c. iv. v. 16. 
What book was given unto him? Luke c. 
iv. v. 17. 
What passage did he read? Luke c. iv. vy. 
18 and 19.—Is. c. Ixi. v. 1. 
Did he apply these remarkable words of the 
prophet to himself? « Luke c. iv. v. 21. 
What effect did his words, at first, produce 
upon the peuple? Luke c. iv. v. 22. 
To what events mentioned in Scripture did 
he refer on this occasion? Read Luke c. iv. 


v. 23 to 27 —1 Kings c. xvii. v. 9.—2 Kings 
c. V. 





Gal lilee was divided into Upper and Lower. 
The former abounded in mountains and was 
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termed Galilee of the Gentiles, because it con- 
tinued to be the residence of idolaters, who in 
consequence of the mountainous nature of the 
country, were enabled to retain possession, 
notwithstanding the attempts which were made 
to dislodge them. Strabo enumerates among 
its inhabitants, Egyptians, Arabians and Phe- 
nicians. 

Synacoeves.—During the Babylonish cap- 
tivity, the Jews who were then deprived o 
their customary religious privileges, were wont 
to collect around some prophet or other pious 
man, who taught them and their children in 
religion, exhorted them to good conduct, and 
read out of the sacred books. Their assem- 
blies or meetings became, in progress of time, 
fixed to certain places, and a regular order 
was observed inthem. Such was the origin o 
synagogues. The services consisted of public 
prayer by the minister, reading the Scriptures, 
and expounding them tothe people. The two 
latter duties were performed either by one o 
the officers or by any other individual who was 
selected for that purpose. The rulers of the 
synagogue were three in number, who regu- 
lated all its concerns and granted permission 
to preach. 































From the Imperial Magazine. 
WHAT 1S TRUTH? 
John xviii. 38. 


I ask’d old time and the spheres 

To answer this question so high ; 

Days, months, and the swift rolling years ; 
But neither gave any reply, 

I stood on a steep precipice, 

And call’d to the surges below, 

If ocean could answer me this ? 

Its hoarse billows murmured—No! 


Creation I ventured to sound, 

Streams, groves, valleys, meadows, and flowers ; 
But mute was the landscape around, 

*T was silence in gardens and bowers. 

Of seasons adorning the year, 

Young spring, summer's roseate flush, 

I ask’d, and they lent me an ear ; 

But all were as mute as a rush. 


Yon sun in his chariot of gold, 
Fair Luna that angel of night, 
Those folio volumes so old, 

‘ | read—but they gave me no light; 
I look’d to the blue vaulted sky, 
Which sages are wont to explain, 
And each constellation on high— 
But sought for solution in vain. 


Astronomy bade me draw near, 

The signs to decipher and read ; 

But planets, though brilliant and clear, 
Were dark on the subject indeed : 
And dark was astrology too, 

The famed hieroglyphical lore ; 
Though Merlin had lent me his clue, 
It left me as dark as before. 


Whom fame in her temple enroll’d, 

The masters of magic and song ; 

I sought to the sages of old, 

But siient was every tongue : 

In wilderness mazes they stray'd, 

On seas of uncertainty toss'd, 

Philosophy lent them her aid, * 
But Truth was in Paradise lost. 


I went to the Delphian shrine, 

And next to Dodona’s fair fane ; 

The priestess, she could not define, 

The oracle answered in vain. 

At length I resort to the schools, 

Where science flows racy and clear, 

But say, were they wise men or fools ? 

“ The Laouietge of Truth was not here.” 


THE FRIEND. 


Some bade me of reason enquire, 
Who dwells in the temple of mind; 
I went to the white-headed sire, 
But found him decrepit and blind : 
I ask’d him to lend me a clue, 
He look’d, but was silent and glum, 
And taught me this lesson so true, 
» That unbaptised reason is dumb. 


Thus science, philosophy, art, 

Wit, reason, and nature, were mute ; 

They could not an answer impart, 

Or settle the point in dispute : 

So restless, dissatisfied, vext, 

With the pains I had taken, forsooth, 

I went to my Bible the next, 

And Jesus said,“ I AM THE TRUTH.” 
Josuua Marspen. 




































was smaller than the preceding year, in part 
owing to the state of the roads and the rise of 
the streams, occasioned by frequent heavy 
rains; but the principal cause is in the emigra- 
tion of Friends to other states in consequence 
of slavery, which must eventually reduce the 
number there, so as to make it impracticable 
to hold a yearly meeting much longer. , This 
subject was deliberated on, and referred to the 
weighty consideration of a committee, who re- 
ported it as their judgment that it would be 
best to convene again next year in that capa- 
city, when the yearly meeting might be pre- 
pared to decide what measure to adopt in 
relation thereto. 

Epistles from their brethren and sisters of 
the other yearly meetings were received and 
replied to—the state of the subordinate meet- 
ings as exhibited by the answers to the que- 
ries was considered, and the remaining con- 
cerns transacted in harmony, and after a 
season of solemnity, and united travail for 
one another’s welfare, in which their stripped 
situation was sensibly felt, the meeting closed 
its sittings on fourth day evening the 22d-ult. 
The promptitude and energy with which the 
members of that meeting for sufferings, have, 
for many years, stepped forward on behalf of 
the people of colour, both the descendants of 
Africa, and of the natives of this country, 
who were held in unrighteous bondage, must 
induce the feeling of regret in the friends of 
the oppressed, that the period cannot be far 
distant, when such faithful efficient advocates, 
will be removed from that country. Not- 
withstanding the contrariety of opinion be- 
tween Friends and the slaveholder, yet we 
have understood many of the citizens express 
much reluctance at parting with them. The 
respectful manner in which their last remon- 
strance was received by the legislature of 
Virginia, and the effect it produced, are evi- 
dences of their usefulness and of the esteem 
entertained for them. 


Worcester. 


A 


THE FRIEND. 


SIXTH MONTH, 1, 1833. 

SennnINE SESE RESIS 

No one who has at heart the happiness o 
the human kind, can observe with cold indiffer- 
ence, the extensive, increasing and successful 
efforts that are making by the temperance so- 
cieties; which, within the brief period since 
their origin in this country, have multiplied in 
almost every direction, and in nearly all, if not 
in every state in the Union. In England, in 
Scotland, in Ireland, a similar spirit has been 
awakened, and from thence is spreading to 
other countries. In this city, within the past 
week, the respectability and imposing magni- 
tude of the enterprise, has been amply demon- 
strated. Weallude to a convention composed 
of nearly 400 delegates, representing temper- 
ance societies in at least twenty of the states, 
besides the district of Columbia and Michigan 
territory. In this assemblage of delegates were 
included many men of the first standing for ta- 
lents, weight of character and influence in their 
respective localities; and the general appearance 
of the body was calculated to inspire respect. 
The convention first convened on the 24th ult. 
at the State House in Chesnut street, in the 
room denominated Independence Hall, but this 
proving insufficient for the accommodation o 
so large a number, the subsequent meetings 
were held in the Presbyterian meeting house 
in arch above Tenth street. We understand 
that various matters relative to the promotion 
of the great object of the meeting came under 
consideration, and that the discussions on the 
several points of deliberation were highly in- 
teresting. The convention adjourned, sine 
die, at 10 o’clock on second day evening, the 
27th ult. 


Agents appointed. 


Caleb Morris, Milton, Wayne Co. Indiana, 
in the place of Elijah Coffin, removed to Cin- 
cinati. Eli Varney, Dover, New Hampshire, 
in the place of John Meader, removed to North 
Berwick, Me. 


An adjourned meeting of “ Haverford School 
Association,” will be held on second day the 
3d of 6th month next, at 3’o’clock, P. M., 
when the committee appointed to prepare rules 
and by-laws for the association will make re- 
We are informed by letter that the Yearly| port. 

Meeting of Virginia commenced with the 
meeting of ministers and elders, on seventh 
day, the 18th of Jast month. Being the first 
yearly meeting held at Cedar creek, the meet- 
ing for worship on first day was large, attend- 
ed by a number of persons not of our Society, 
many of whom were obliged to stand without, 
for want of accommodation in the house. 
Several ministers from other parts were pre- 
sent, and also some friends appointed by North 
Carolina and Baltimore yearly meetings. The 
meeting for business began on second day; it 


By order of the association, 
GrorcE STEWARDSON, 
Sec’y, pro tem. 
Philadelphia, 5 mo. 15th, 1833. 


—————————— 


Diep on fourth day morning the 29th ult. after a 
short but severe illness, Witi1am J. Harvey, son of 
Isaac Harvey, Jr. of this city, in the 16th year of his 
age. 
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